
Printed on recycled paper

Bath & North East Somerset Council

MEETING/
DECISION 
MAKER: 

Cllr Clarke, Cabinet Member for Transport 

EXECUTIVE FORWARD 
PLAN REFERENCE:MEETING/

DECISION 
DATE: 

On or after 25th January 2017 (for single Member decision)

E2926

TITLE: Road Safety Initiative – Installation and Recommission Speed 
Enforcement Cameras 

WARD: Mendip, Farmborough, Radstock, Publow and Whitchurch

AN OPEN PUBLIC ITEM

List of attachments to this report:
None

1 THE ISSUE

1.1 Locations in Temple Cloud, Writhlington, Farmborough and Pensford have been 
identified where traffic speed in excess of the 30 mph speed limit and is known 
to be a road safety risk.  

1.2 Speed reduction by physical measures, such as build-outs and road humps/ 
tables on A class roads are not supported as they disrupt traffic flows.

1.3 Speed enforcement cameras are an effective way of managing speed and 
associated safety. The proposed project will see new speed enforcement 
cameras installed at, Temple Cloud, Writhlington and Farmborough plus the 
recommissioning of an existing camera at Pensford.

2 RECOMMENDATION

2.1 It is recommended that the Cabinet Member agrees that the £120,000 
provisional budget in the 2016/17 capital programme be fully approved to 
implement Road Safety Initiatives, at Pensford, Farmborough, Writhlington and 
Temple Cloud. 

3 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (FINANCE, PROPERTY, PEOPLE)

3.1 £120,000 has been provisionally approved in the 2016/17 capital programme, 
funded through section106 Planning Agreement contributions and from receipts 
of speed awareness course income.

3.2 Avon and Somerset Police carry out speed enforcement operations and some 
offending drivers are offered attendance at a speed awareness courses in lieu of 
a fine and licence points. The income from course fees are shared with B&NES 
Council for investment in road safety initiatives. 
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3.3 It is anticipated that the additional cameras will generate sufficient increase in 
the receipts from speed awareness courses to manage any additional 
maintenance costs, so that incomes and expenditures will be managed within 
the existing budgetary envelope.

4 STATUTORY CONSIDERATIONS AND BASIS FOR PROPOSAL

4.1 The Avon and Somerset Police can enforce speed limits under Road Traffic 
legislation.

4.2 In September 2014, B&NES signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Avon 
& Somerset Police which allows the Council to receive revenue from the speed 
awareness training courses offered to offending motorists, with the proviso that 
this income is ring-fenced towards road safety. 

4.3 The proposal supports the corporate priority of a focus on prevention and 
complements the Council's legal responsibilities to promote road safety on the 
highway, by reducing traffic speed at the locations of the proposed speed 
enforcement cameras. 

5 THE REPORT

5.1 Locations in Temple Cloud (A37), Writhlington (A362), Farmborough (A39) and 
Pensford (A37) have been identified where traffic speed in excess of the 30 mph 
speed limit and is known to be a road safety risk. Each location has a record of 
personal injury accidents over the last 5 years. Speed reduction by physical 
measures, such as build-outs and road humps/ tables on A class roads are not 
supported by the current administration as they disrupt traffic flows.

5.2 Speed enforcement cameras are an effective way of managing speed and 
before and after data that was collected from an existing speed enforcement 
camera in Saltford indicates that vehicle speeds are reduced in the vicinity of the 
camera. The proposed project will see new speed enforcement cameras 
installed at, Temple Cloud, Writhlington and Farmborough plus the 
recommissioning of an existing camera at Pensford.

5.3 The existing speed camera in Saltford is operated by Avon and Somerset Police 
who carry out speed enforcement operations and this camera has been used by 
the Council to establish data surrounding the use of speed cameras. Some 
offending drivers are offered attendance at a speed awareness courses in lieu of 
a fine and licence points. The income from course fees is shared with B&NES 
Council for investment in road safety initiatives. 

5.4 Based on the current income levels from the Saltford camera it is anticipated that 
the additional cameras will generate sufficient receipts from speed awareness 
courses to manage any additional operational costs.

5.5 The installation of the new cameras will be funded by a combination of existing 
financial contributions from section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 and the income from speed awareness courses.

5.6 The cameras at Temple Cloud and Farmborough will be delivered in early 2017 
with the Writhlington and Pensford camera installation and recommissioning 
progressing in late 2017.
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5.7 In consultation with the Avon and Somerset Police the scheme will be monitored 
by the Highway Network Management Team to assess the speed reductions 
measures and ongoing financial viability.

6 RATIONALE

6.1 The proposal aims to cause a reduction in traffic speed at locations where traffic 
speed in excess of the speed limit and is known to be a road safety risk.  The 
intended outcome is thus a reduction in traffic speed and a corresponding 
improvement in road safety.

7 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

7.1 The alternative method of speed reduction is by physical measures, such as 
build-outs and road humps/ tables.  These features are not supported on arterial 
roads as they disrupt traffic flows. 

8 CONSULTATION

8.1 Consultation has been undertaken with Councillors. Further detailed consultation 
will be undertaken with Parish Councillors and Ward Members prior to any 
installations.

8.2 Avon and Somerset Police are supportive.

8.3 Council teams, including legal (monitoring officer), highways, & finance (s151 
officer) have had opportunity to review and input into this report.

9 RISK MANAGEMENT

9.1 A risk assessment related to the issues and recommendations has been 
undertaken, in compliance with the Council's decision making risk management 
guidance.

Contact person Gary Peacock 01225 395307
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